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(57) ABSTRACT

In order to provide a redundancy mechanism in a packet
switched provider network, which allows faster recovery
from a failure, it is proposed that in case of a failure, a
redundancy mechanism is initiated to reroute packet trans-
mission through the provider network via an alternate path
and an address withdrawal message is sent to network nodes
along the failed path using data plane protocol. A network
node receiving the address withdrawal message will flush
MAC addresses it had learned before.
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1
METHOD FOR CLIENT DATA
TRANSMISSION THROUGH A PACKET
SWITCHED PROVIDER NETWORK

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of telecommuni-
cations and more particularly to a method and related appa-
ratus for providing client data transmission through a packet
switched provider network.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

While transport networks traditionally rely on time-divi-
sion multiplexing (TDM) technology, techniques have
recently been developed which allow native transport of
packet services such as Ethernet traffic. A technology, which
allows Ethernet transport through a provider network is
known as Provider Bridge Network (PBN), where Ethernet
switching devices in a provider network are termed Provider
Bridges.

Ethernet frames contain physical source and destination
addresses termed MAC addresses, where MAC stands for
Media Access Control, a protocol for controlling access at the
data link layer 2 in the OSI model.

The basic Ethernet standard IEEE 802.1 defines MAC
address learning, a service that characterizes a learning
bridge, in which the source MAC address of a received packet
and the interface at which that packet was received are stored
so that future packets destined for that address can be for-
warded only to the bridge interface on which that address is
located. Packets destined for unrecognized addresses are for-
warded out every other bridge interface different from the
interface the packet has been received from. This scheme
helps minimize traffic on the attached LANs.

Ethernet bridged networks may use VL AN tags added to
the Ethernet frames to define different and isolated broadcast
domains over the same physical infrastructure. This tech-
nique can be useful in transport network to isolate traffic from
different customers. Since VLAN tags can already be used by
customers, a technique called Q-in-Q defined in IEEE
802.1ad expands the VLAN space by tagging the tagged
packets, thus producing a “double-tagged” frame. A first
VLAN tag called C-VL AN s available for customer purposes
and a second VLLAN tag called S-VL AN is than added by the
service provider. VL AN-based provider bridge networks suf-
fer from the limitation of 4096 VL AN IDs, thus making them
impractical for use in large backbone networks.

Another technique, which is called MAC-in-MAC and
which is defined in IEEE 802.1ah, neatly avoids this Layer 2
scaling issue and eliminates the need for core and backbone
switches to learn hundreds of thousands of MAC addresses.
This is achieved by adding at the edge node of the provider
network backbone provider MAC addresses to the Ethernet
frame.

An alternative technology for native Layer 2 transport is
known as virtual private LAN service (VPLS), which uses
Multi Protocol Label Switching (MPLS) technology. The
basic defining elements of VPLS are virtual switch instances
(VSI) and pseudo wires (PW). The VSI is a virtual MAC
bridging instance with “split horizon” learning and forward-
ing. Split horizon forwarding means unknown MAC
addresses received from one PW will not be forwarded to any
other PW. This avoids forwarding loops. The PW is used to
transport traffic between VSIs in different nodes. A full mesh
of PWs is required to ensure that all nodes can be reached.
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A VPLS network is established by first defining the MPLS
label switched path (L.SP) tunnels which will support the
VPLS PWs. This can be achieved through IP-based signaling
protocols. Paths are first determined using the Open Shortest
Path First (OSPF) link-state protocol, which selects the short-
est path for the LSP to a target destination. A full bidirectional
mesh of LSPs needs to be established between all participat-
ing VPLS provider edge (PE) nodes. Label Distribution Pro-
tocol (LDP) or Resource Reservation Protocol—Traffic
Engineering (RSVP-TE) is then used to distribute the label
information. At a next step, PWs are established over the
existing LSPs. This can be achieved using LDP (IETF
RFC4762) or Border Gateway Protocol BGP (IETF
RFC4761) to exchange PW labels.

Transport networks typically have a control plane, which is
based on the GMPLS protocol suite, an extension of the
MPLS-TE control protocols for transport applications,
including OSPF-TE and RSVP-TE. For example, OSPF-TE
will take bandwidth availability into account when calculat-
ing the shortest path, while RSVP-TE allows reservation of
bandwidth.

The VPLS architecture is generic and is applicable on any
suitable packet switched network. It is therefore possible to
envisage a VPLS-like approach based on other tunnel mecha-
nisms, such as T-MPLS, MPLS-TP, and PBB-TE.

An extension of VPLS is termed hierarchical VPLS
(H-VPLS), which was designed to address scalability issues
in VPLS. In VPLS, all provider edge (PE) nodes are intercon-
nected in a full mesh to ensure that all destinations can be
reached. In H-VPLS, a new type of node is introduced called
the multi-tenant unit (MTU), which aggregates multiple cus-
tomer edge (CE) connections into a single PE.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Provider networks typically provide some redundancy of
network resources so that in case of a failure along a route
through the network, packets can be switched via an alternate
route. However, when MAC learning is applied, Provider
Bridges along the old route still have the old MAC addresses
learned, so that packets in reverse direction will be switched
along the old, failed route, only, until either a time-out or a
re-learning occurs. This behavior however adversely impacts
the network recovery time.

It is hence an object of the present invention, to provide a
method and related network node, which allows faster recov-
ery from a failure in a packet-switched provider network.

These and other objects that appear below are achieved in
that in case of a failure, a redundancy mechanism is initiated
which reroutes packet transmission within the provider net-
work via an alternate path and an address withdrawal message
is sent to network nodes along the failed path using a data
plane protocol. A network node receiving the address with-
drawal message will flush the addresses it had learned before.
Optionally, the address withdrawal message can contain an
explicit list of MAC addresses to be removed.

In a preferred embodiment, the solution is based on the use
of existing Ethernet Data Plane functions, such as Ethernet
OAM, to convey the messages needed to implement MAC
flushing, for quick recovery of traffic to the proper destina-
tion. This solution does not require IP-based signaling proto-
cols such as LDP (Label Distribution Protocol) and is inde-
pendent on the type of edge redundancy mechanism used.

In the embodiment, the solution is defined for Ethernet
switched networks, but can also be applied to VPLS or
H-VPLS networks (VPLS: Virtual Private LAN Service;
H-VPLS: Hierarchical Virtual Private LAN service) deployed
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without Control Plane protocols, i.e. which are managed
directly via a centralized network manager.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will now
be described with reference to the accompanying drawings in
which

FIG. 1 shows a schematic provider network, which trans-
ports Ethernet traffic in both directions between different
client devices;

FIG. 2a shows a failure in the network of FIG. 1;

FIG. 2b shows that packets forwarded in the direction
towards the failure are lost;

FIG. 2¢ shows that transmission is recovered over a redun-
dant path in the network of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 the format of a first embodiment of an Address
Withdrawal Message using a new standard Ethernet OAM
message;

FIG. 4 an alternative format of an Address Withdrawal
Message using a vendor-specific OAM PDU;

FIG. 5 a table with codings used in the MEL field of FIG.
3or4,

FIG. 6 the format of a second embodiment of an Address
Withdrawal Message using a new, specialized Ethernet pro-
tocol frame;

FIG. 7 in a third embodiment, Ethernet transmission using
VPLS technology;

FIG. 8 inthe third embodiment, message flow in the case of
a failure if the redundancy mechanism allows to detect a
status change at only the customer edge node;

FIG. 9 in the third embodiment, message flow if the status
change can be detected at the provider edge node;

FIG. 10 in a fourth embodiment, Ethernet transmission
using H-VPLS technology;

FIG. 11 inthe fourth embodiment, message flow in the case
of'a failure if the redundancy mechanism allows to detect the
status change only at the user-provider edge node;

FIG. 12 in the fourth embodiment, message flow if the
status change can be detected at the network-provider edge
node;

FIG. 13 in a fifth embodiment, Ethernet transmission using
Provider Bridge Network technology;

FIG. 14 in the fifth embodiment, message flow in the case
of a failure if the redundancy mechanism allows to detect a
status change at only the customer edge node;

FIG. 15 in the fifth embodiment, message flow if the status
change can be detected at the provider edge node;

FIG. 16 a first example of an edge redundancy mechanism
using selective tunneling of Customer BPDUs frames; and

FIG. 17 a second example of an edge redundancy mecha-
nism where provider edge node participate to the customer
STP.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An exemplary provider network PN is shown in FIG. 1. In
this example, a customer has two customer network domains
CN1, CN2 and wishes to interconnect his network domains
over the provider network PN. A customer edge (CE) node N1
in customer network domain CN1 is connected via two sepa-
rate connections to two provider edge (PE) bridge nodes N2,
N3. This dual access serves for redundancy purpose. In par-
ticular, a redundancy mechanism is supported between nodes
N1,N2, and N3, such that N1 exchanges traffic with either N2
or N3. In this example, a path between N1 and N2 is working
while a path between N1 and N3 is inactive.
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In customer domain CN2, a first customer edge node N6 is
connected to a provider edge bridge node N4 and a second
customer edge node N7 is connected to a provider edge bridge
node N5. Network internal provider bridge nodes N8, N9, and
N10 interconnect the provider edge bridge nodes N2, N3, N4,
and N5. Data transmission between customer network
domains CN1 and CN2 is switched over an active path AP
from customer edge node N1 via provider bridge nodes N2,
N8, N10, and N4 to customer edge node N6.

Inthe below embodiments, either all provider bridge nodes
in the provider bridge network PN perform customer MAC
address learning and forwarding as in case of PBN, or only
VPLS PE nodes will perform MAC address learning as is the
case for VPLS and H-VPLS. As explained above, MAC
address learning is a service where a learning bridge node
stores the source MAC address of a received packet and the
interface at which that packet was received so that future
packets destined for that address can be forwarded only to the
bridge interface on which that address is located.

Let us assume that the MAC address of customer node N1
is o and MAC address of customer node N6 is §. Hence, a
packet sent from N1 to N6 contains as destination address
MAC p and as source address MAC a. Therefore, provider
edge bridge node NE2 learns that MAC . is incoming from its
port P21 and all other provider bridge nodes in the provider
bridge network as incoming from the port connected to N2 on
the active path AP.

FIG. 2a shows a failure F that affects the working Ethernet
access link between N1 and N2. As a consequent action, the
redundancy mechanism moves all traffic on the spare link
between N1 and N3. This is shown in FIG. 25. As from now
on, packets with source address MAC a should be learned in
at N3 as incoming at port P31 and at all other nodes in the
provider network PN as incoming from the port connected to
N3. Obviously, this port will be at least in some nodes differ-
ent than the previous one along the former active path AP.

Anyhow, after initiation of the redundancy mechanism and
switch over from N2 to N3 and until a packet with source
address MAC a.is not received by the provider network PN or
until the aging time expires in all the nodes performing cus-
tomer MAC address learning, the provider network PN con-
tinues to forward a packet coming from N6, with destination
address MAC @, to N2. N2 on the other hand cannot deliver
that packet to the destination node N1, due to the switch state
of the redundancy mechanism. Node N2 hence acts as a
“black hole” for packets destined to node N1. This behavior
adversely impacts the network recovery time; since as a mat-
ter of fact, the communication through the provider network
PN is not fully recovered until the blackholing condition is
not removed by:

either the reception of a packet with source MAC address o

by node N4. In this case N4 re-learns MAC address o
and starts sending packets to N3 that further forwards the
packet to the correct customer edge node N1. However,
the occurrence of this event is statistical and can take
long time.

or the expiration of the time out associated to the filtering

entry of MAC address o In this case N4 ages out MAC
address o and starts flooding packets to all network
nodes, including N3. N3 will then forward the packet to
the correct customer edge node N1. This time-out can
also take quite a long time: IEEE802.1d for example
recommends 300 sec as default value.

This latency problem is currently not solved in standards
about Ethernet switched network technology such as Pro-
vider Bridge networks. For MPLS-based VPLS networks,
this problem is addressed in RFC4762 (Virtual Private LAN
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Service (VPLS) Using Label Distribution Protocol (LDP)
Signal). The solution provided there is based on the usage of
the LDP as control plane signaling protocol for MPLS-based
networks, and assumes that the VPLS provider edge node is
able to detect the status change of the edge redundancy
mechanism. However, for Ethernet networks, no similar con-
trol plane is available. Moreover the status change is not
necessarily visible to the provider edge node.

The present embodiments therefore intend to define a gen-
eralized solution to the blackholing problem of customer
frames in order to cover also the following cases:

1. in VPLS networks, when the status change of the edge
redundancy mechanism is detected only by the CE device and
not by the PE device;

2.in VPLS/H-VPLS networks, when the VPLS/H-VPLS net-
work elements do not support the control plane LDP signaling
protocol for pseudo wire (PW) setup and maintenance; and
3. in Provider Bridge (PBB or PBB-TE) networks.

The embodiments therefore provide a solution to the black-
holing problem for a provider network, which is based on the
use of Ethernet data plane functions to convey a message to
implement MAC flushing for quick recovery of traffic to the
proper destination. The solution exploits the Ethernet data
plane functions to propagate an address withdrawal message
(AWM) packet that triggers MAC flushing in the provider
network PN. The AWM packet is generated by the Ethernet
switching node, which detects a change of the status of the
edge redundancy protocol. This packet should be processed at
every Ethernet switching node that performs customer MAC
address learning and forwarding and should be forwarded
hop-by-hop along the Ethernet active topology within the
provider bridge network PN.

Different alternative mechanisms to carry the AWM packet
within the Ethernet Data Plane to achieve the intended behav-
ior will be described below. All these examples share the same
high-level behavior.

In the first embodiment, use is made of Ethernet OAM
(Operation, Administration, and Maintenance) functions. In
particular, a new Ethernet OAM Protocol Data Unit (PDU)
for the address withdrawal message is defined. The AWM can
be defined either as a new standard OAM PDU or as a vendor-
specific VSM OAM PDU, as defined in ITU-TY.1731, which
is incorporated by reference herein. An example of a new
standard OAM PDU is shown in FIG. 3. An alternative
example of a vendor-specific OAM PDU is shown in FIG. 4.

In FIG. 4, the AWM VSM message sub-type will be iden-
tified by a vendor specific OUI field and a SubOpCode field
which may be chosen for example as 0x01 and indicates the
MAC withdrawal purpose of the OAM PDU. The Multicast
DA Class 2, as defined in Y.1731, is used for the AWM in
order to make it being processed in any provider bridge nodes
that needs to perform MAC flushing. The specific address of
the Multicast DA Class 2 is chosen according to the MEL
(MEL: MEG Level; MEG: Maintenance Entity Group) of the
MIP (Maintenance Entity Group Intermediate Point) or MEP
(Maintenance Entity Group Edge Point) the AWM is sent to.

The AWM packet could optionally contain one or more
TLV elements (Type Length Value). In the above embodi-
ment, an optional TLV called MAC List TLV is created,
which provides a specific list of the only MAC addresses that
have to be flushed for the relevant VPLS instance. The MAC
list TLV is a field with a length of Nx48 bytes indicating a list
of MAC address to be removed.

It should be understood that different vendor-specific
OAM PDU could be defined and used within the context of
the above embodiment. It should be further understood that
ITU-T Y.1731 defines different mechanisms for vendor-spe-
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cific purposes, e.g. vendor-specific MCC OAM PDU. It may
be possible that a future version of Y.1731 will define other
mechanisms for vendor specific purposes, e.g. vendor spe-
cific SCC OAM PDU. The usage of any of these vendor-
specific PDUs is technically feasible within the context of the
above embodiment.

An Ethernet AWM frame is obtained by applying the Eth-
ernet encapsulation to the Ethernet AWM OAM PDU. The
MAC destination address should allow the neighboring node
to identify the frame as an AWM frame and process it locally.
The AWM OAM packet MAC destination address can be a
‘Multicast Class 2 DA’, as defined in ITU-T Y.1731 or the
MAC address of the neighbor’s port (if known). The MAC
source address is the MAC address of the MEP or the MIP
generating the AWM frame.

Y.1731 defines two types of multicast addresses depending
on the type of OAM function:

Multicast DA Class 1 for OAM frames that are addressed to

all monitoring termination points (MEPs).

Multicast DA Class 2 for OAM frames that are addressed to
all monitoring intermediate points (MIPs) and to all
monitoring termination points (MEPs).

Inthe present embodiment, use the Multicast DA Class 2 is
preferred for AWM in order to make it being processed in any
Ethernet nodes that need to perform MAC flushing. The Mul-
ticast DA Class 2 is chosen according to the MEL of the
MIP/MEP the AWM is sent to. The coding of the Multicast
DA Class 2 is shown in the table of FIG. 5. Note that the least
significant nibble contains the level of the OAM layer, which
a certain Ethernet OAM packet refers to.

In provider bridge networks, the S-VLAN tag can be
present if the AWM OAM PDU is generated on a specific
S-VLAN and will thus trigger the MAC flushing operation on
that particular S-VLAN.

On user-network interface (UNI) links, the AWM OAM
PDU can be generated on the section level and will thus
trigger the MAC flushing operation on all the service
instances, S-VLAN or VPLS instances, associated to that
UNIL AWM OAM frames, generated on the section level, are
typically untagged like for example section OAM PDUs.

In (H-)VPLS networks, the AWM OAM frames are
untagged and pseudowire (PW) encapsulated. They therefore
trigger the MAC flushing operation on the (H-)VPLS instance
associated with the particular PW the frame has been received
from.

The usage of the OAM channel to carry AWM messages
has the advantage to rely on a well defined mechanism to
implement proprietary extensions but it has the disadvantage
to be slightly more complex in the general case where Main-
tenance Entity Group (MEG) nesting is considered. Addi-
tional details about protocol rules will be explained further
below.

In a second embodiment, the AWM is defined as a special-
ized new protocol. In particular, a new EtherType is defined
for carrying the Address Withdrawal Message over Ethernet
frames. The AWM frame format is shown in FIG. 6.

The AWM can be defined either as a new standard Ether-
Type, as a vendor-specific EtherType or as a combination of a
vendor-specific EtherType with Sub-Type. An FEthernet
switching node when receiving such a packet processes it as
an AWM according to the EtherType or the <EtherType,
Sub-Type> field(s).

The MAC destination address should allow the neighbor
node to identify the frame as an AWM frame and process it
locally. There are different alternatives:

All Provider Bridges MAC @

Another Reserved Multicast MAC Address
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A proprietary multicast MAC Address.

The first two options (All Provider Bridges MAC @ or
another reserved multicast MAC address) are more appropri-
ate if a standard solution is developed although they can be
also used if a proprietary solution is used.

The usage of a multicast MAC address dedicated to AWM
(e.g. a proprietary multicast MAC address) can simplity the
implementation of a fast forwarding option, as will be dis-
cussed below.

The MAC destination address can also be the MAC address
of'the neighbor’s port (if known). The MAC source address is
the MAC address of the port generating the AWM frame.

In provider bridged networks, the S-VLAN tag can be
present if the AWM message is generated on a specific
S-VLAN to trigger the MAC flushing operation on that par-
ticular S-VLAN.

On UNI links, the AWM message can be untagged to
trigger the MAC flushing operation on all the service
instances, S-VLAN or VPLS instances, associated to that
UNI.

In (H-)VPLS networks, the AWM message is untagged and
PW encapsulated. It will hence trigger the MAC flushing
operation on the (H-)VPLS instance associated with the PW
the frame has been received from. The optional MAC List
TLV is the same as in the first embodiment.

In the following, general rules will be described, which
improve implementation of the MAC flushing operation in
the above embodiments.

If the edge redundancy mechanism allows to detect the
status change only at the customer edge (CE), the CE has to
generate either one untagged AWM packet to trigger MAC
flushing on all the service instances associated with this CE,
or one C-VLAN tagged AWM packet for each Ethernet Vir-
tual Circuit (EVC) affected by the edge redundancy protec-
tion switch. In case of C-VL AN bundling, the AWM is gen-
erated only on the monitoring C-VLAN. Conversely, if the
edge redundancy mechanism is detected at the provider edge
(PE), the PE generates the AWM packet at the service layer
(either (H-)VPLS or S-VLAN), affected by the edge redun-
dancy protection switch.

Every edge node (PEB or U-PE) after receiving a C-VLAN
tagged AWM, removes all the filtering database MAC entries
learned on the service layer (either (H-)VPLS or S-VLAN)
where the C-VLAN is mapped. If the OAM solution is used,
the AWM is intercepted by the MIP at the C-VLAN level. If
the ad-hoc solution is used, the AWM is intercepted because
of the MAC DA of the AWM frame.

Every edge node (PEB or U-PE) after receiving an
untagged AWM, removes all the filtering database MAC
entries learned on each service layer (either VPLS or
S-VLAN) associated with the UNI link from which the AWM
has been received. If the OAM solution is used, the AWM is
intercepted by the Section MEP. Ifthe ad-hoc solution is used,
the AWM is intercepted because of the AWM frame’s MAC
DA

A provider edge bridge (PEB), after having performed the
MAC flushing operation on a particular S-VL AN, generates
an AWM along the active topology for that S-VLAN. If the
OAM solution is used, the AWM is generated with the proper
S-VLAN tag on each egress port along the active topology
that is enabled for AWM. The MAC DA and the MEL are set
on each port accordingly to the MEL of the MIP/MEP located
onthe neighboring PB node. Ifthe ad-hoc solution is used, the
AWM is generated, with the proper S-VLAN tag, on each
egress port along the active topology that is enabled for
AWM.
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Every Provider Bridge node, after receiving an S-VLAN
tagged AWM, removes all the filtering database MAC entries
learned on that S-VLAN.

Every Provider Bridge node, after having performed the
MAC flushing operation on a particular S-VLAN, generates
the AWM along the active topology for that S-VLLAN, exclud-
ing the port from which the AWM that has triggered the MAC
flushing operation has been received. This process follows the
same rules defined for the AWM generation in the PEB.

The VPLS PE or H-VPLS U-PE node, after having per-
formed the MAC flushing operation on a particular VPLS
instance, generates the AWM on all the pseudowires (PWs)
associated with that VPLS. If the OAM solution is used, the
AWM is generated as an untagged Ethernet frame that is
encapsulated within each PW that is enabled for AWM. The
MAC DA and the MEL are set on each PW accordingly to the
MEL of the MIP/MEP located on the neighboring (H-)VPLS
PE node. If the ad-hoc solution is used, the AWM is generated
as an untagged Ethernet frame that is encapsulated within
each PW that is enabled for AWM.

Each (H-)VPLS PE node, after receiving an AWM from a
PW, removes all the filtering database MAC entries learned
on the VPLS instance associated with that PW.

Each H-VPLS N-PE node, after having performed the
MAC flushing operation on a particular VPLS instance, gen-
erates the AWM on all the PWs, excluding the PW from
which the AWM that triggered the MAC flushing operation
has been received, associated with that VPLS instance taking
into consideration the split-horizon rule, i.e. the reception of
an AWM from an hub PW does not trigger the generation of
AWM on any hub PW, following the same rules defined for
the AWM generation in the U-PE.

Each edge node (either U-PE or PEB) must not generate the
AWM packets on the user-network interface (UNI) inter-
faces. It has to generate the AWM packets only on network-
network interfaces (NNIs) in case of provider bridged net-
work) and on Hub/Spoke PWs in case of (H-)VPLS network.

Since the embodiments do not use [P-based signaling pro-
tocols, no delivery mechanism, which guarantees safe deliv-
ery of a packet without duplication or data loss such as TCP
(Transmission Control Protocol), is available. For sake of
robustness, when AWM has to be generated, it is proposed to
send the same AWM packet three times, with e.g. a transmis-
sion period of 3.33 ms. In reception, it is proposed that only
one of the three OAM AWM packets, referring to the same
operation, is used as trigger of MAC filtering entries. For
instance, this can be implemented by preventing the NE to
trigger the MAC filtering entries withdrawal due to an AWM
packet received for a certain service, if another one has been
received for the same service in the previous 10 ms or by
delaying the MAC filtering entries withdrawal action by 10
ms after the first AWM packet is received. Should in an
exceptional case, all three AWM packets get lost, the existing
expiration time of learned MAC entries (e.g. 300 sec) can
serve as a fallback position.

According to a further improvement, the number of flushed
filtering database entries is optimized in that only entries
which must be flushed rather than all the entries associated
with a service instance are removed. In this case the AWM
packet optionally contains a MAC List TLV. In reception, if
the AWM packet contains a MAC List TLV, the NE removes
only the listed MAC addresses (if present in the filtering
database of that service instance). The usage of this TLV is
optional.

Itis also possible to optimize the flushing time. In this case
the forwarding of the AWM packet is performed before its
processing is completed. The triggers for this fast forwarding
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are the packet <destination MAC address, EtherType,
Opcode> in the case of new standard OAM PDU, the packet
<destination MAC address, EtherType, Opcode, OUI, Sub-
OpCode> in the case of vendor-specific VSM PDU, the
packet <destination MAC address, EtherType> in the case of
new standard MAC withdrawal protocol, or the packet <des-
tination MAC address, EtherType, Sub-Type> in the case of
proprietary MAC withdrawal protocol).

If a proprietary ad-hoc solution with a proprietary multi-
cast MAC DA or a standard solution with a dedicated
reserved multicast DA is implemented, the trigger condition
for fast forwarding can be based on the sole MAC DA field
like in standard Ethernet forwarding.

In a Provider Bridged Network, provider edge bridge
(PEB) and provider bridge (PB) nodes generate the AWM
along a configurable sub-set of ports on the active topology in
order to send AWM messages only to nodes that are capable
to process them. In this way it is possible to solve the black-
holing problem only for the traffic that is confined within the
sub-network containing the nodes supporting the AWM fea-
ture.

In a (H-)VPLS Network, provider edge (PE) nodes gener-
ate the AWM along a configurable sub-set of PWs in order to
send AWM messages only to nodes that are capable to process
them. In addition to the Ethernet encapsulated AWM frame,
PE nodes may generate also ‘L.DP Address Withdraw Mes-
sage’ as defined in RFC4762 for dynamic setup PWs that are
not configured for the generation of AWM.

Even in cases where IP-based signaling protocols are avail-
able, the above described data-plane based solution may be
preferable to optimize the flushing time.

In the following, embodiments for address flushing in the
different transmission technologies will be described in more
detail. In a third embodiment shown in FIG. 7, the provider
network relies on VPLS technology. As in FIGS. 1 and 2a-c,
afirst customer edge node NE_1 is connected via the provider
network PN to a second customer edge (CE) node NE_6. The
CE nodes NE_1, NE_6 are connected via Ethernet access
links to provider edge (PE) nodes NE_2, NE_4, respectively.
Three intermediate provider nodes NE_a, NE_b, and NE_c
are shown by way of example in FIG. 7. An MPLS LSP tunnel
is established between NE_2 and NE_b via NE_a and another
MPLS LSP tunnel is established between NE_b and NE_4 via
NE_c. Over these MPLS LSP tunnels, a VPLS multi-segment
pseudowire MS-PW is established between NE_2 and NE_4,
which provides the connectivity between the VSIs on the
VPLS PEs (NE_2 and NE_4) for the transport of the customer
signal through the provider network.

As in FIG. 1, aredundancy mechanism is implemented on
the Ethernet access link between NE_1 and NE_2 and a third
PE node NE_3 (not shown in FIG. 7). This dual access of
NE_1 allows to reroute traffic in case of a failure (see FIG. 2a)
via NE_3.

Ethernet monitoring termination points (MEPs) for the
Ethernet VPLS layer are configured on the PE nodes NE_2,
NE_4, which initiate and terminate the VPLS service. Ether-
net monitoring termination points (MEPs) for the C-VLAN
are configured on the CE nodes.

FIG. 8 shows the message flow in the case that the redun-
dancy mechanism allows to detect the status change only on
the CE NE_1. When the redundancy mechanism protection
switch occurs, the NE_1 removes all filtering database MAC
addresses learned on the failed Ethernet access link and sends
an OAM AWM packet on the newly working Ethernet access
link to NE_3. This packet is generated at the C-VLAN level.

When NE_3 receives the AWM for a certain C-VLAN on
the Ethernet access link, it removes all filtering database
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MAC addresses, learned on the VPLS instance where that
C-VLAN is mapped to. Then NE_3 sends an AWM packet on
all PWs of that VPLS instance.

In this particular case, NE_4 receives the AWM on the PW
directly and as a consequence removes all MAC addresses
learned on the corresponding VPLS instance. NE_4 does not
have to further send the AWM packet to the remote UNI.

In an alternative scenario shown in FIG. 9, the redundancy
mechanism allows to detect the status change on the PE
nodes, i.e. on node NE_3. In particular, when the redundancy
mechanism protection switch occurs, NE_3 detects that the
attached access link has become active. It hence removes all
filtering database MAC addresses, learned on the VPLS
instance, which has a service access point on that link. [f more
VPLS instances have a service access point on that link, the
procedure is applied to all of them. NE_3 sends then an OAM
AWM packet on all PWs of that VPLS instance. NE_4
receives the AWM on the PW and hence removes all MAC
addresses learned on that VPLS instance. NE_4 does not have
to further send the AWM packet to the remote UNIL

FIG. 10 shows in a fourth embodiment, the message flow in
the case of H-VPLS technology. The scaling advantages of
H-VPLS are obtained by introducing a hierarchy, thereby
eliminating the need for a full mesh of LSPs and PWs
between all participating PEs. The hierarchy is achieved by
augmenting the base VPLS core mesh of PE to PE PWs
referred to as hub PWs with access PWs called spoke PWs to
form a two-tier hierarchical VPLS model.

In FIG. 10, a CE node NE_X is connected via an Ethernet
access link to a UNI of a PE node NE_1. A spoke PW is
implemented between NE_1 and NE_2. A hub PW exists
between NE_2 and NE_4 leading over intermediate network
nodes NE_a, NE_b, and NE_c. The hub PW uses a first MPLS
LSP tunnel between NE_2 and NE_b through NE_a and a
second MPLS LSP tunnel between NE_b and NE4 through
NE_c. From NE_4, a spoke PW exists to the far end PE node
NE_6, which has a UNI that connects via an Ethernet access
link to NE_Y.

Ethernet monitoring termination points (MEPs) for the
Ethernet VPLS layer are configured on the user-provider edge
(U-PE) nodes, which initiate and terminate the VPLS service,
i.e. NE_1andNE_6. Ethernet monitoring intermediate points
(MIPs) for the Ethernet VPLS layer are configured on the
network-provider edge (N-PE) nodes, which the VPLS ser-
vice pass through, i.e. NE_2 and NE4. Additionally, Ethernet
monitoring termination points (MEPs) for the C-VLAN are
configured on the CE nodes NE_X, NE_Y.

In FIG. 11, the situation is considered, where the redun-
dancy mechanism allows to detect the status change on only
the U-PE nodes NE_1, NE_6. In the case of a failure in the
spoke PW, the following procedure takes place: When the
redundancy mechanism protection switch occurs, NE1
removes all filtering database MAC addresses learned on that
PW and sends OAM AWM packet on the newly working
spoke PW to NE3. This packet is generated at the VPLS level.
When NE3 receives the AWM on the spoke PW, it removes all
filtering database MAC addresses learned on the VPLS
instance, which that PW is associated to. NE3 sends then the
AWM packet on all hub PWs of that VPLS instance. When
NE4 receives the AWM on the hub PW, it removes all MAC
addresses learned on the corresponding VPLS instance. If any
spoke PWs were attached to NE4, it should send AWM packet
on all Spoke PWs of that VPLS instance. Conversely, for-
warding of the AWM on any other hub PWs is prevented by
the VPLS split horizon function.

FIG. 12 shows the situation, when the redundancy mecha-
nism allows to detect the status change on the N-PE nodes
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NE_3, NE_4. In this case, the procedure is the following:
When the redundancy mechanism protection switch occurs,
NE3 detects that the attached Spoke PW has become active. It
hence removes all filtering database MAC addresses, learned
on the VPLS instance, which that PW is associated to. Then
NE3 sends an OAM AWM packet on all Hub PWs of that
VPLS instance.

When NE4 receives the AWM on the Hub PW, it remove all
MAC addresses, learned on the corresponding VPLS
instance. If any spoke PWs were attached to NE4, i.e. in this
case NE6, this NE should send AWM packet on all spoke PWs
of that VPLS instance, while forwarding on any other Hub
PWs is prevented by the VPLS Split horizon function.

In a fifth embodiment shown in FIG. 13, the provider
network is a provider bridge network (PBN). In this embodi-
ment there is a multi-domain Provider Bridged networks with
two nested S-VLAN monitoring levels: one at the service-
provider level monitoring the S-VLAN from UNI to UNI and
another one at the network-operator level. This example
allows to describe the behavior when there are multiple MEPs
and MIPs for the same S-VLAN in the same node.

Similar to the architecture shown in FIG. 7, a first customer
edge node NE_1 is connected via the provider network PB to
a second customer edge node NE6. The CE nodes NE_1,
NE_6 are connected via Ethernet access links to provider
edge nodes N_2, N_4, respectively. Four intermediate pro-
vider nodes NE_a, NE_b, NE_c¢, and NE_d exist between
NE2 and NE4.

Network nodes NE_2, NE_a, and NE_b belong to a first
provider domain and an SVLAN MEG at level y exists
between NE_2 and NE_b. Moreover, network nodes NE_c,
NE_d, and NE_4 belong to a second provider domain and an
SVLAN MEG exists at the same level y or a lower level
z<xbetween NE_c and NE_4. In addition, an SVLAN MEG
exists between NE_2 and NE_4 at the level x, with x>y.

InFIG. 13, Ethernet monitoring termination points (MEPs)
for the Ethernet S-VL AN layer are configured on the PEBs
NE2, NE4, which initiate and terminate the S-VL AN service.
Ethernet monitoring intermediate points (MIPs) at level x are
also configured on Provider Bridge nodes, NE_b and NE_c at
the boundary between the two domains. In order to monitor
the first domain, MEPs are configured at level y on NE_2 and
NE_b with MIPs on NE_2, NE_a and NE_b. In order to
monitor the second domain, MEPs are configured atlevel z on
NE_cand NE_4 and MIPs on NE_c¢, NE_d and NE_4. Addi-
tionally, Ethernet monitoring termination points (MEPs) for
the C-VLAN layer are configured on the CEs NE_1, NE_6.

FIG. 14 shows the message flow in the case when the
redundancy mechanism allows to detect the status change on
only the CE nodes NE_1, NE_6. When the redundancy
mechanism protection switch occurs from, NE_1 removes all
filtering database MAC addresses learned on the failed Eth-
ernet access link and sends OAM AWM packet on the newly
working Ethernet access link to NE_3. This packet is gener-
ated at the C-VLAN level.

When the NE_3 receives the AWM for a certain C-VLAN,
it removes all filtering database MAC addresses, learned on
the S-VLAN instance where that C-VLLAN is mapped to.
Then NE_3 sends an AWM packet on the S-VL AN instance.

If an OAM solution is used, the AWM is sent on ME level
y in order to allow the MIP on NE_a to intercept the packet.
NE_a also generates an AWM at the ME level y in order to
allow the MIP on NE_b to intercept it. NE_b generates the
AWM at the ME level x in order to allow the MIP on NE_c¢ to
intercept the packet. Conversely, if the ad-hoc message solu-
tion is used, the AWM packet is generated independently
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from the ME level architecture. NE4 does not have to further
send the AWM packet to the remote UNI.

FIG. 15 shows the message flow in the cases that the
redundancy mechanism allows the PEB to detect the status
change. When the redundancy mechanism protection switch
occurs, new PE node NE3 detects that the attached Ethernet
access link has become active. Hence, NE3 removes all fil-
tering database MAC addresses, learned on the S-VLAN
instance, which has a service access point on that link. [f more
S-VLAN instances have a service access point on that link,
the procedure is applied to all of them. Then NE3 sends OAM
AWM packet. The procedures for generation of AWM are the
same as in the case before.

In the following, some redundancy mechanisms will be
described, which can be used in the above embodiments.
Different edge redundancy mechanisms are possible between
a CE and two redundant PE nodes, including selective tun-
neling of Customer BPDU (Bridge Protocol Data Unit), i.e. of
certain configuration messages in the layer 2 Spanning Tree
Protocol (STP); and participation to Customer STP.

As mentioned, a first example of an edge redundancy
mechanism is selective tunneling. In this edge redundancy
mechanism, each PE, e.g. PE1 in FIG. 16 recognizes the
Customer BPDUs frames coming from the CE and selectively
tunnels them toward the other PE, e.g. PE2, that forwards
them back to the CE.

The Customer BPDU frames are transparently transported
from one UNI link to the other UNI link. An example is shown
in FIG. 16: the same Customer BPDU sent by CE to PE1 is
delivered back to CE by PE2.

From the Customer STP point of view the provider net-
work is seen as a LAN segment and the two UNIs are two
links connected to the same LAN segment. The Customer
STP instance running within the CE node, will elect one UNI
as the Designated Port, e.g. the UNI connecting the CE to the
PE1, and the other UNI as the Backup Port, e.g. the UNI
connecting the CE to the PE2. The UNI associated to the
Designated Port is the active UNI while the other is the
stand-by UNI.

When the Link between CE and PE1 fails, CE detects the
problem because it does not see the Customer BDPUs. As a
consequence the Backup Port becomes the new Designated
Port.

It has to be noted that this mechanism can work if and only
if there are no backdoor links between remote sites connected
to the same E-LLAN so there is no need to run STP spanning
the whole E-LAN.

This is an example of an edge redundancy mechanism
where only the CE detects the status change. As the PEs
transparently forward Customer BPDUSs, there is no way for
PE2to be aware of the failure of the link between CE and PE1.

Another example of an edge redundancy mechanism
involves participation of the PE nodes to Customer STP. In
this edge redundancy mechanism, each PE recognizes the
Customer BPDUs frames coming from the CE and processes
them as defined in IEEE 802.1d. According to the STP state
machine running on the PE; the PE can also generate Cus-
tomer BPDUs toward the CE or toward the other PE.

The Customer BPDU frames are processed in each node
CE, PE1 and PE2 and generated accordingly to the proce-
dures defined in IEEE802.1d. This is shown schematically by
bidirectional arrows in FIG. 17. For example a Customer
BPDU sent by CE to PE1 is processed by PE1. From the
Customer STP point of view, the network topology is com-
posed by aring CE, PE1 and PE2 connected by point-to-point
links, see FIG. 18.
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The Customer STP is configured in such a way that PE1 is
elected as the Root Port and that it will designate:

The CE port connected to PE1 as the Root Port

The CE port connected to PE2 as the Alternate Port

The UNI ports on PE1 and PE2 as the Designated Port

The PE1 virtual port connected to PE2 as the Designated

Port

The PE2 virtual port connected to PE1 as the Root Port.

When the link between CE and PE1 fails, the CE port
connected to PE2 changes its stated from Alternate Port to
Root Port. A Topology Change Notification (TCN) PBDU is
sent from the CE to PE2 causing PE2 to flush its MAC
filtering entries and to detect that there was a status change.

It has to be noted that this mechanism can work only if
there are no backdoor links between remove sites connected
to the same E-LLAN so there is no need to run STP spanning
the whole E-LLAN. This mechanism is also capable to ensure
a quick recovery time if only CE, PE1 and PE2 are partici-
pating to the STP instance: the topology with three nodes is
the ideal case for RSTP to quickly recover from failures.

This is an example of an edge redundancy mechanism
where the PE can detect the status change. The reception of
the TCN BPDU can trigger PE2 to start the MAC flushing
procedure in accordance with the above embodiments.

Other edge redundancy mechanisms such as MC-LAG,
dual-homing with G.8031 Ethernet Linear Protection switch-
ing are also possible in the context of the above embodiments.

A person of skill in the art would readily recognize that
steps of various above-described methods can be performed
by programmed computers. Herein, some embodiments are
also intended to cover program storage devices, e.g., digital
data storage media, which are machine or computer readable
and encode machine-executable or computer-executable pro-
grams of instructions, wherein said instructions perform
some or all of the steps of said above-described methods. The
program storage devices may be, e.g., digital memories, mag-
netic storage media such as a magnetic disks and magnetic
tapes, hard drives, or optically readable digital data storage
media. The embodiments are also intended to cover comput-
ers programmed to perform said steps of the above-described
methods.

The description and drawings merely illustrate the prin-
ciples of the invention. It will thus be appreciated that those
skilled in the art will be able to devise various arrangements
that, although not explicitly described or shown herein,
embody the principles of the invention and are included
within its spirit and scope. Furthermore, all examples recited
herein are principally intended expressly to be only for peda-
gogical purposes to aid the reader in understanding the prin-
ciples of the invention and the concepts contributed by the
inventors to furthering the art, and are to be construed as being
without limitation to such specifically recited examples and
conditions. Moreover, all statements herein reciting prin-
ciples, aspects, and embodiments of the invention, as well as
specific examples thereof, are intended to encompass equiva-
lents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of client data transmission between two or
more customer Ethernet networks through a packet switched
provider network that does not use a control plane protocol,
the customer Ethernet networks comprising one or more cus-
tomer edge nodes operatively coupled to one or more pro-
vider edges nodes of the packet switched provider network,
the method comprising the steps of:
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providing packet transmission along a first path between a
source customer edge node and a destination customer
edge node through said provider network;

atone or more provider network nodes along said first path,
performing Media Access Control (MAC) address
learning to allow packet transmission in reverse direc-
tion along the same first path;

protecting said first path by a redundant second path
between said source customer edge node and said des-
tination customer edge node using a redundancy mecha-
nism;

in case of a failure at said first path, initiating said redun-
dancy mechanism to reroute packet transmission
through said provider network via said second path; and

after initiating said redundancy mechanism, sending, to
said one or more provider network nodes that have per-
formed MAC address learning, an address withdrawal
message in the form of an Ethernet OAM message using
a data plane protocol; and

responsive to receiving said address withdrawal message,
flushing addresses previously learned at the receiving
network node.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said redundancy

mechanism is an edge redundancy mechanism.

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein a status change
of said redundancy mechanism is detectable only at a cus-
tomer edge node and wherein said customer edge node cre-
ates said address withdrawal message and sends it to a pro-
vider edge node via an access link.

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein a status change
of said redundancy mechanism is detectable at a provider
edge node and wherein said provider edge node creates said
address withdrawal message and sends it towards a far end
provider edge node.

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein said address
withdrawal message is an Ethernet protocol frame.

6. A method according to claim 1, wherein only provider
edge nodes perform said address learning and address flush-
ing steps.

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein said provider
network is directly managed by a central network manage-
ment instance.

8. A network element for controlling client data transmis-
sions between two or more customer Ethernet networks
through of a packet switched provider network that does not
use a control plane protocol, the customer Ethernet networks
comprising one or more customer edge nodes operatively
coupled to one or more provider edges nodes of the packet
switched provider network, the network element comprising:

input and output interfaces for providing packet transmis-
sion along a first path between a source customer edge
node and a destination customer edge node through said
provider network; and

packet switching means for switching packet traffic in
accordance with address information contained in each
packet, wherein said packet switching means are
adapted to perform Media Access Control (MAC)
address learning to allow packet transmission in reverse
direction along the same path and wherein said packet
switching means are further adapted to flush addresses
previously learned upon reception of a data plane pro-
tocol message containing an address withdrawal mes-
sage in the form of an Ethernet OAM message.
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